LYNGO Theatre

Touring Risk Assessment (elements pertaining to touring venues)

ELECTRICITY

Background Information: As well as Theatre-Lighting and Sound Equipment, the show involves the use of a smoke machine.
Risk: Medium

Hazard: 
i) There is an inherent risk with electrical equipment. 

Precautions:

i) All equipment will be regularly Pat-tested and maintained. Equipment will also be inspected prior to each use. If any equipment is deemed damaged or unsafe when inspected, it is not to be used until repairs/replacement have been made.

ia)

Equipment is only to be operated by competent personnel.

FATIGUE 

Background information: The company carry out up to 14 performances in a week in different venues.

Risk: Low

Hazard:

i)
Company members may suffer from fatigue during the life of a tour.

Precautions:

i)
Rehearsal and touring schedules must be designed to ensure that staff are not overworked, and adequate rest-time must be built into these schedules. Anyone suffering from fatigue must report this to their line manager.

FIRE

Background information

Risk: Medium

Hazard: 

i) Some scenic pieces are made from timber or fabric.

ii) There are four practical scenic pieces taking electricity from a 15amp socket.

iii) Company Members will be unfamiliar with fire policies, routes and evacuation procedures at venues

iv) Seven candles and a sparkler will be lit during the performance. The candles and sparkler pose an increased risk, given the use and presence of heat and naked flame.
Precautions:

i)
      All materials are either fire retardant, or has been fireproofed prior to touring.
ii) All electrical equipment has been PAT tested prior to touring. Any equipment that develops a fault on tour will not be used until it has been repaired by qualified personnel or replaced.

iii) Company members must acquaint themselves with, and adhere to, fire procedures on arrival at each venue.
iv) The candles will be lit only by a disposable lighter. Before the performance they will be inspected to check they are the correct length and have wicks clearly showing. The candles are lit on stage by the two performers towards the end of the performance and are on for 10 minutes before being extinguished at the end of the show by the two performers. The candles are extinguished by a candle ‘snuffer’ (as used in churches). All theatre venue staff directly involved with the production will be made aware of when and how the candles are lit. Fire extinguishers and/or fire blankets will be placed within easy reach of the performers and/or theatre staff who will be instructed to intervene if they believe there is any danger of wild-fire.

v) The sparkler is set inside a metal pot and is not waved freely. It is lit by a candle set into a slider inside the pot. The performer who lights the candle then has the sparkler in front of them inside the pot while it lights and until it is extinguished. It is never left unguarded. The sparkler is not near any flammable materials. When it is extinguished the lid of the pot is placed firmly on the pot and no person touches the spent sparkler for at least 10 minutes. 

MANUAL LIFTING

Background information: Scenic pieces and props need to be carried from the van to the stage, and vice-versa. 

Risk: Low

Hazard: 

i) Scenic pieces may be heavy and/or unwieldy

ii) Company members, particularly actors, may not be experienced in manual handling techniques

Precautions:

ia)
Wherever possible, scenic pieces and props will be constructed so that they can be broken down into parts that are manageable in terms of weight, size and shape.

ib)
When ia) is not possible, there shall be enough competent (i.e. trained and able) persons present to lift the items. It will be ensured that touring company-members have received training in manual handling where necessary.

ic)
Personal protective equipment shall be provided by the company (to staff and freelancers) whenever it is deemed necessary for these tasks.

TEMPORARY STRUCTURES & SCENIC PIECES

Background information: Scenic pieces include a house and an ‘oven’ made of light wood, a table, a door, two chairs and a ‘forest’(composed of a ring of metal with branches set into it). All of the afore mentioned pieces are on wheels. 

Risk: Low

Hazard: 

i) The scenic pieces are assembled and disassembled at each venue. There is the possibility of the structure suffering wear and tear during the tour.

ii) Untrained persons present may not be aware of the nature of the structure, and the structure may present a trip hazard.

iii) The construction process may be hazardous to untrained persons unaware of what people are doing around them during construction.

Precautions: 

i) All pieces are examined by the Company prior to assembly for any signs of wear & tear. In the event of the set being damaged it will be repaired, if possible, by the Company Stage Manager or not used.

ii) Venue staff are to ensure that untrained persons (ie the general public) do not have access to the set, and are seated an appropriate distance away, by negotiation with the Company Stage Manager.
iii) Venue staff are to ensure that the untrained persons are kept away from the site of construction/disassembly. If this is not possible, company members will wait until the area is clear before carrying out these tasks. The exit / entry route between the vehicle and the performance area must also be clear of untrained persons during ingress and egress of scenic items. Company members are trained in the construction and disassembly of the set.
VEHICLE USE

Background Information: The company travel in a hired 3.5t Van, as do all scenic items. 

Risk: Medium

Hazards:

i) There are hazards implicit in the use of road vehicles. These hazards and the precautions taken are addressed in the Company Vehicle Policy below:

Policy Pertaining to Use of Company Vehicles

· The Driver of the vehicle is responsible for the safe loading and unloading of the vehicle. 
· The driver of the vehicle is responsible for ensuring that the vehicle is driven safely, and that all relevant motoring restrictions (eg Speed limits, parking restrictions) are adhered to. 
it is noted that the Health & Safety at Work Act (1974) applies to both the driver and passengers of company vehicles.
· No-one is to drive a company vehicle under the influence of alcohol or recreational drugs.

· When driving on school grounds, or in any other parking area where children are likely to be present, at least one passenger must be out of the vehicle, communicating with the driver to advise of any pedestrians, or obstacles. The driver must also ensure that, when necessary, a passenger is outside the vehicle to assist with reversing or parking the vehicle.

YOUNG PEOPLE PRESENT

Background Information: The company performs to young audiences in venues, as well as in schools. 

Hazards: 

i) Young people may try to access the set or props whilst at a venue. See “Temporary Structures” Hazards ii) and iii)

Precautions:

i) See “Temporary Structures” Precautions ii) and iii)

**ENDS**

